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ILLINOIS GOVERNOR'S WIFE.
Her Birthplace and Interesting

Facts Concerning Her
Early Life.

She Is a Club Woman, Has Literary
Ability and Is Regarded as

a Diplomatist.

Mrs. John P. Altgeld, the mlsti*ess of the

Executive Mansion In the State capital of

Illinois, was born on a fann near Mansfield,
O., and there grew to young- womanhood. It
was there, too, In her father's house, as

Emma Ford, she married the man who
was afterward to become the chief ex¬

ecutive of a great Western common wealth.
As most country girls, she loved the wild
flowers and the wooded hills and the wide
fields, and the Influence of her outdoor life
she says she still feels. She was a lover
of music and desired to become a musi¬
cian. That this desire might be gratified
she became a student in Oberlin College,
giving attention to vocal and Instrumental
music as a primary study, and pursuing
It with a number of seoondary courses of
instruction. She did not complete her
music education, and she makes no claim
to technical attainment or proficiency in
any branch of the art. However, her taste

a progressive spirit. It Is iny conviction
that anything which broadens a woman's
mind makes her a better wife and mother.
I would even be willing to vote, although
I have not been an active advocate of
equal suffrage. Several years ago my hus¬
band and myself went to the polls to¬
gether in this city, he to vote the whole
ticket and I for trustee of the University
of Illinois, a privilege legally given to
the women of the State. Some paper at
the time contained an account of a plain
couple going to the polls quietly to vote,
and as a conclusion revealed the identity
of the couple. Comparatively few women

rvoted at that time."
Before Mr. Altgeld was elected Governor

he and Mrs. Altgeld found enjoyment In
the quiet home life which they led in their
residence on the north side of Chicago,
near Lincoln Park. Neither has ever shown
a particular fondness for society In the
commonly accepted sense, and It was not
their wont to attend many purely social
functions. For this reason Mrs. Altgeld was

unprepared in a measure for the social du¬
ties which naturally devolved on the mis¬
tress of the Executive Mansion. Her adapta¬
tion to the new position, however, was

rapidly acquired, and the functions at the
mansion during the last three years have
been equal in brilliancy and popularity
to those of former administrations. The
public receptions have been especially en-,

became cultivated and her fondness for
high-class compositions was emphasized.
She expresses a partiality for the creations
of Chopin and Liszt, but this preference
Is modified by i fondness for all good
music, whatever the theme or treatment.
In appearance Mrs. Altgeld Is tall and

lithe and her carriage Is one of natural
grace. She Is a brunette, with soft, dark,
rather languid eyes and heavy black hair,
which Is now generously streaked with sil¬
ver, giving her a matronly appearance and
Boftenlng the expression of her face. Her
hair Is worn In a thrown back pompadour,
and the effect Is apparently to Increase her
height and to give a more distinguished
contour of the head. Her gowns are made
to suit her physique, both in design and
combination of color, and Bhe is credited
by those who are versed In matters of
dress with the faculty of wearing the
proper thing at all times.
There Is a seeming reserve and quiet

demeanor about her In the presence of ac¬

quaintances which give no hint of her
generous Impulses of mind and heart. Her
sympathies are broad, compassing every
Circle of life where sympathy is deserved.
She is a student of social conditions, and
Invests with a deep, hearty Interest the up¬
lifting and broadening of the race, and
especially of her own sex.

It Is in the character of wife that Mrs.
Altgeld Is most profoundly admired by
those who know her well. One of her
closest friends In. Springfield, who rarely
cays more than she means, remarked with
enthusiasm that Mrs. Altgeld is the most
sympathetic and devoted wife she ever

knew. It is Mrs. Altgeld's own confession
that she Is thoroughly wrapped tip in
her husband, and has her deepest interest
In matters which concern him as a man

and as Goj#rnor. While s'no has views of
her own, they are in perfect harmony
with those of the Governor, and it may
be sai.1 that one is the absolute comple¬
ment of the other. The Governor's
thought has unquestionably exeycised a

great Influence over her, so much so that
what is agreeable to one becomes agreeable
to the other through the strong bond of
sympathy. It has been the policy of the
Govornor to give recognition to women in
the affairs of State, and he has ofl'ered his
encouragement to the uplifting and ad¬
vancement of the fair sex.
"I am Interested," said Mrs. Altgeld,

"In anything my husband does, and I give
much of my time to him. I make an effort to
keep posted on current events and on the
drift of State and national politics, that
I may be able to discuss them Intelligently
with him In the quiet of home. I am an
advocate of that which will tend to broaden
and develop women iu the higher spheres
of usefulness. In that" particular I claim

ready at any minute to sacrifice personal
pleasure to the comfort of her husband.
That end is kept in view in her social pro¬
grammes and even in the arrangement of
conferences at the mansion.
Mrs. Altgeld Is the mother of one child,

which died In infancy. Her fondness for
children is a beautiful phase of her char¬
acter. The children which visit the man¬

sion from time to time find In her a de¬
voted friend and playmate, able to meet
them on the plane of their own sensitive
sympathies. The affection which she can¬

not show as a mother to children of her
own is lavished as a wife upon her hus¬
band.
Her outdoor exercise Is taken on horse¬

back, In healthful walks and in carriage
rld«s with the Governor. She Is a good
rider and enjoys this exericse particularly.

ANDWRITING.

Catherine M..Your handwriting indi¬
cates a loving nature, somewhat inclined
to be arbitrary, a quick temper, apt to
speak plainly when aroused, but willing to
apologize when in the wrong.
Lucy D..I read order, refinement and

sensibility, a natural desire for elegance,
constancy, In your handwriting.
Margaret.Love of approbation, good

business attainments, a self-respect and
loyalty.
P. F. F..A very Interesting specimen

denoting firmness, ease, love of analysis,
constancy in the affections, fine mentality.
Ben.Iall.Your writing expresses a cer¬

tain timidity which would amount at times
to a depreciation of yourself. It Is hesi¬
tating, denotes a circumscribed life and
dwarfed ambition.
Susie.A little over-appreciation of self,

an unsettled mind with a tendency to over-

elaborate, good business qualifications.
Brainier.Good salesmanship. You should

be able to talk people into your way of
thinking. Love of big schemes, tendency
to be fickle in the affections. You may
not always make a good Impression at
first, but you keep your friends.
J. E. B..Love of square dealing, good

student, Integrity, a little too sensitive to
criticism.
Daisy S..A frank, loving nature. Dra¬

matic ability. Slight Inclination to ex¬

aggerate.
Agnes D..You should be a good house¬

keeper. Love of home, great respect for
forms and ceremonies. Inclined to rever¬
ence all serious things.
Fairy Queen.A nature inclined to ex¬

aggeration and self-appreciation. Love of
flattery. A fickle heart-breaker.
Ugly.Your handwriting has no distinct

characteristics, but the sense of humor In
it covers many deficiencies. The chlrog-
raphist knows you are a good girl, full of
fun, honest and loving. He suggests you
take a "reef" in your handwriting.
Handsome.I read a kindly, humorous,

MRS. EMMA F. ALTGELfc), OF ILLINOIS.

joyabl© to the large number of callers, and
more limited companies have found a gra¬
cious air of hospitality and kindliness per¬
vading the wide halls and drawing rooms.
Governor and Mrs. Altgeld have been

democratic in placing the mansion at the
disposal of the people. They have given re¬

ceptions to staff officers and soldiers of the
Salvation Army and to delegates at many
religious and fraternal conventions In tlie
city, and they have been open-hearted in
entertaining the members of the Spring¬
field Women's Club, in the work of which
Mrs. Altgeld has manifested great personal
interest. She ^as long been a member of
the Chicago Woman's Club, and her par¬
ticipation in its programmes and work
has been one of the prime pleasures of her
life there.

Among the formative influences of Mrs.
Altgeld's girlhood was an inherited predi¬
lection for good literature. She was a

great reader then, having the example of
her father constantly before her as in¬
spiration and encouragement. She is a

great reader still. She reads newspapers,
magazines, the better class of current fic¬
tion and treatises on various matters of
public moment. Although she volunteers
no information except to her intimate
friends about her literary work and lays
no positive claim to the title of "author,"
she has written one novel, called "The Xor-
tons," and a number of short stories,
which are invariably published over a

nom de plume. "The Mortons" is a story
of country life, and Is based largely on

things which fell under her observation in
her Ohio home. She has not been able to
pursue her literary studies hero to advan¬
tage on account of many interruptions, and
she promises nothing additional to her pub¬
lications lathe immediate future. She stands

straightforward nature in your chirography.
Love of tho beautiful, an Inclination to¬
ward the fine arts.
Old Age.An Intellectual, highly culti¬

vated, charming organization Is denoted in
this writing. Sense of humor, benevolence
and love of books. I congratulate "Ugly"
and "Handsome" on their selection of a
mother.
A. I>. Grey.Sentiment, love of the ideal,

gentleness, great refinement and delicacy.
Helenc.Talent for literary composition.

Ambition, constancy in love affairs.
Cecil C..Talent for detail. You should

be a good mathematician. Inclined to go
to the bottom of things. Apt at mechanics.
Maude F. T..A good literary hand

showing excellent perception, musical or
dramatic ability, loyalty.
I/Utira Willwrd.Order, candor, equable

temperament, honesty of purpose, all in¬
dicated in this handwriting.
Mnry Depew.This handwriting denotes

an unsettled mind, an ambition not grati¬
fied. It is forcible, though lacking in self-
appreciation, faithful in love, inclined to
be jealous.
Evelyn.I read love of order, a good

deal of sentiment, love of the fine arts,
strength and stability in affections, In your
handwriting.
G. E. II..The character of the writer Is

not yet formed. Tendency is to frankness,
hater of double dealings, susceptibility to
love and admiration. A good foundation
for a noble future.
F. Li. G..Honesty, firmness of purpose,

steadfastness in love or friendship, taste
for fine arts.
lone.A good, logical mind, strong in

friendship and love, artistic tendencies, the
intellect governing the heart.

THE CHIROGItAPHIST.

A VACATION TRIP IN EUROPE;
Hints for WorkingWomen "Who,,

Going Abroad, Must Prac¬
tise Economy.

What to See in the Curious Cities of
Belgium and What Those

Sights Will Cost.

Let ns settle ourselves for a few days
in Antwerp and make pension rhtes at 6
or 7 francs a day ($1.20 or $1.40).
There is a deal to amuse In Antwerp

about the streets, on the quay and
in the antique shops. But there are more

important sights.
If we happen to be here on a Sunday, let

us go to service in the Cathedral, and
there, peacefully resting under the Gothic
arches, we can listen to the organ and the
choir and the chimes above us ringing.
The lncense-ladened atmosphere In the
dimly lighted church quiets our travel-
tired brains, and we watch as though In a
dream the townspeople, who come in to
tell a few beads, or bring a votive offering
to the Virgin, whose chapel is In the
north aisle.
Before leaving the church we must see

the Rubens masterpieces, "Tho Descent
from tho Cross" and "The Elevation of
the Cross," and, having seen them, the
spirit of religion is stirred deeper within
us than by any service we could have at¬
tended.
The rest ofthe day suppose we spend at

the Museum. On Sundays and Thursdays
it is free, as is also the Musee Plantln,
which Is, perhaps, the most interesting of
all things to see in Antwerp. It is well
worth the fee of 1 franc (20 cents), pro¬
vided we are not fortunate in being there
on a free day.

It is scarcely worth while to pay the
entrance fee for the Hotel de \ Ille. Its
exterior is Imposing, but the interior is
not sufficiently interesting.
The Steen, formerly part of the Castle

of Antwerp, Is of Interest asv-the seat of
the Spanish Inquisition; but there are

many extra centimes to be given for side
shows, and unless we happen to visit it
on a free day our curiosity will cost us
about 2 francs (40 cents).
We do not see In Antwerp the peasant

costumes nor picturesque bits of foreign
life which we left behind In Holland, but
we have, Instead, tortuous, Ill-paved streets
and irregular squares, while the peasant
women, ashamed of their native gold head¬
dresses and frilled caps, attempt to hide
their characteristic head coverings with
home creations of modern tawdry bon¬
nets.
Though one likes Antwerp, It is left

without the same hesitation In leaving
that we had at The Hague or Dortrecht,
for, though historically It appeals to us,
picturesqhely we can find better things.
Therefore we take a trip of two hours

to Ghent, which costs 3 francs- 90 cen¬
times (78 cents), and there we get a, room
and our meals for 5 francs ($1) a day.
The great attraction In Ghent Is the

possibility of stepping from the friction
of our nineteenth century surroundings into
the peace of a thirteenth century nun¬

nery.
"When once the gates of the Begulnage,

this settlement of Sisters, Is closed upon
us, we are separated by a gulf of centuries
from the troubles of our modern life. The
brick paved streets lead us between rows
of tiny houses, over the doors of which
preside the different patron saints.
As the sun Is going down we enter the

chapel, and in the fading light that filters
through the windows we listen to the
chanting of vespers.
The Sisters all come to service, and while

kneeling on the stone flagging they throw
over their bowed heads a white linen
cloth.
These devout, motionless bodies grow

more and more dim, as the glow of the
setting sun fades from the sky, while the
candles on the altar gleam more brightly.
'like guiding stars ln^the fast gathering
gloom.

Still the Sisters kneel, and the white
draperies covering their formless bodies
seem to become a congregation of spirits.
After the benediction, with noiseless tread,
and speaking no word to any one, the
silent worshippers pass from the chapel to
their own homes. If we are anxious to
inspect the lace, the making of which is
the occupation of the convent, we can, per-
haps, get admission to a Sister's house,!
and, sitting in her Immaculate kitchen, she
will show us with pride her handiwork.

It Is not often In Holland, nor in Bel¬
gium, that we see a ruin, but here, by
taking the tram for 3 cents, we reach the
crumbling Abbey of St. Bavon.
This old abbey, dating from the eighth

century, with the remains of fine frescoes,
and ancient tombs hewn In sandstone, is
well worth the admission of % franc (10
cents).
Having spent a day and a night In Ghent,

we go on to Bruges. The trip costs 2
francs 80 centimes (56 cents), and we can

be comfortable for a couple of days at the
same rate we paid at Ghent.
Here let us see the Picture Gallery, %

franc, and also pay 1 franc (20 cents) to go
through the Hospital of St. John.
This last Is the most Interesting build¬

ing to be seen In Bruges, and the pictures
by Hans Memling will amply repay us for
the visit, despite the fact that the hospital
itself Is worth our time and money.
A Sister of Charity takes us around

the wards, and we see the care with which
the patients are treated and all the mod¬
ern appliances of the sick room, notwith¬
standing the mediaeval aspect of both ex¬

terior and interior of the hospital.
There are several private collections of

pictures and "objets de vertu, but as

each one costs an extra Vj franc, I think
we would prefer to use this same money
on a trip to Blankenbei-ghe, a watering
place near by.
Let us buy a third-class ticket and take

a seat on tho roof of the car, where we

get a good view and an excellent idea of
the Belgian country.
Blankenberghe Is not especially pretty,

but it Is a typical watering place, and
more accessible for us than Ostende, of
which it is a counterpart. The trip from
Bruges takes scarcely an hour, and half
a day will give us time to see all we
" lfT\ve are inclined to views and think it
worth our while, we can climb the belfry
at Bruges, but it will cost us 73 centimes

Let us 'now go on to Brussels.5 francs
20 centimes ($1.05) will pay for a secona-
class ticket, and we can find a com¬
fortable pension for our few days sojourn.
Our trip has cost us thus far:

0 day a in Holland.... ^.OO0 days In Antwerp, Bruges, Ghent

Total
Which, taken from $90, leuves $G3.
Living expenses at Antwerp $1.40 a day,
2 days"\Iu«ee'l'iantin, 20 cents; Steen, 40 cents- .00

Trip to Ghent. 78 cents; to Bruges, 5(1
cents; to Blankenberghe, 19 cents

Living expenses at Bruges and Ghent,
day 4 days 4.00Picture' Gallery. 10 cents; Hospital, 20

cents; Abbey, 10 cents, etc 40
Tramways

,
"

Trip to Brussels JAM

Total
Tijps and extras make It $12.

SS AIN!\3A MILLAR. IMPRESARIO
A gift for organization and genius for

business details seem to be tho special
characteristics that prompted Miss Anna
Millar's entrance into the field of man¬

agement. Pew people of tho many who
have listened to the music given by the
Thomas orchestra are aware that the mech¬
anism which allows the whole number
of performers to be transported without
confusion and to meet appointments with¬
out loss of time is in the hands of the
young woman. Yet such is the fact. For
the past three years Miss Miller has had
entire business control and has managed
the big orchestra to the satisfaction
both of Mr. Thomas and the trustees.
In 1S04 the subscription list showed an

advance of $12,000. In 1893 the receipts
had been $2(3,000. One year after Miss
Millar had taken charge of the wlrk they
amounted to $38,000, which fact is consid¬
ered entirely due to her personal effort.
Miss Millar was born in Muscatine, la.

When a child she had a miniature orches¬
tra composed of her friends, which she

MISS ANN.
any vacarzy that might occur. She is
now scarcely more than a girl, slight in
figure and quiet in manner. Until one suc¬

ceeds in introducing the subject of her
career there is nothing to indicate the
woman of affairs. The impression made is
of an earnest, self-contained nature, a

woman who would be straightforward and
honest in the affairs of life.
Of her position and how she came to

occupy it Miss Millar says: "I was a girl
passionately fond of music and had studied
hard. Nevertheless the conviction that I
should never get beyond mediocrity be¬
came fixed. In the Fall of '03 just
after the World's Fair, I made my first
venture. A friend, also a girl, had what
I thought to be a fine voice, but she seemed
not to be able to get beyond a certain
point. I made up my mind that she
ought to go abroad, but the means were

lacking. Then I determined to give her
a concert on a big scale, to see that she ap-

THE SAME OLD DISH.

Two thousand years ago the chafing dish
was used by the Greeks and Romans. It
was so popular that it was used for a table
ornament, Just as floral pieces are used
now. Pliny relates that the tragic actor,
Aesopus, had a dish worth 1,000 sestercii.
No doubt then, as at the present time, the
actor enjoyed his hot midnight meal filled
with grateful appreciation of the chafing
dish.

Reason requires culture to expand It.
It resembles the fire concealed in the flint,
which only shows itself when struck with
the steel.

|^0I^U/ECI^ 1^00/TV
Mrs. Ole Bull, widow of the Norwegian

virtuoso, has a Norwegian room In her

beautiful old colonial house at Cambridge,
Mass. Everything in this room has come

over seas from Norway, and many things
have historical or other interesting associa¬
tions. There are a pair of finely carved

bridal chairs from a Scandinavian church,
and upon which many bridal couples sat
during a half-century of service. It takes

so long to tie the Norwegian marriage knot
that thoso who are being bound in its in¬
tricacies are permitted to sit during part
of the time. Another sacerdotal souvenir is
an immense brass candlestick from the al¬
tar of the same church. There is also a

huge iron-bound bridal chest, with a

wrought-lron lock and handles. Such a

chest every prospective bride is expected
to fill with personal and household linen,
though no mortal woman could wear it out
In a lifetime.

peared in a way to attract attention and
to secure the necessary funds.

1 interviewed Mr. Thomas's manager
to find his terms too high. I wrote Mr.
Thomas himself and made a better ar-

raugement. The result was a concert that
filled the Auditorium and, besides paying
expenses, yielded my friend a fair sum.
"Out of that experience grew my

present position. The orchestra was in
reed of a manager. At first I took charge
of the subscription for Chicago concerts.
Later I assumed entire charge.
"Last year I bought the orchestra for

two weeks and made such good returns
that I took it out for five weeks longer on
the company's behalf.
"Ye3, there is a great deal of detail in¬

volved; but, once organzled, things run

themselves, so to speak.
"In the entire number of performers

there is but one woman and she is a harp¬
ist. In my judgment women's clubs have
done much to help along musical talent.
In Chicago we certainly owe them a great
deal."
Outside the work as described by her-

L MILLAR.
self Miss Millar does what to the ordinary
miud seems a stupendous labor. She It is
who engages all the performers. She must
make all dates, must make all arrange¬
ments. The sixty musicians must each
have his proper position arranged at a

proper height. The diagram Is in Miss
Millar's possession, but she must know of
a certainty that in each instance it is cor¬
rect.
The catering alone !s often a problem.

Sixty hungry men, a limited time and in¬
adequate service make a combination not
easy to handle. Yet this young woman
transacts all necpssary business with an
air as calm as though ordering a gown.
Love of work lies at the root of her suc¬

cess. She was not driven Into the field by
necessity, but entered it from choice. "I
do not think," she says, "that parents
should bo called on to maintain their chil¬
dren. Neither could I be content to live
an inactive life."

ENTIRELY UNDESERVED.
There was a calm dignity about her

which always rather rattled him. One day
he was calling on her younger sister, and
descanting on the merits of his own sing¬
ing voice.
The elder girl suddenly addressed him:

"What is your repertory, Mr. Brown?" she
asked.
"A.a baritone," he replied, hastily.
And those girls quote it to this day.
There exists in the economy and course of

nature an indissoluble union between virtue
and happiness, between duty and advan¬
tage.

Ifi /TIRS. 0(£ BUI^'S
Over a window is a beautifully carved

wooden scroll, upon which in raised Nor¬
wegian text is the Scriptural benediction:
"The Lord bless thy goings out and thy
comings in." The counterpart of this was
found by Mrs. Bull's brother in a peasant's
cottage; it was carved by the cripple*} son,
a boy of deeply religious nature and ar¬

tistic temperament, and who also carved
the copy.
The Scandinavians emulate the North

American Indian In their fondness for brill¬

iant hues. Many of their commonest
household utensils are fashioned after the
semblance of^, some domestic animal or

fowl, and painted with bright pigments.
The untravelled would scarcely guess the
use of the hollow-backed hens and ducks
woven of pliable wooden strands and
painted bright red and yellow. They are

bread baskets, milkplgs, knife and fork re¬

positories, and used In many other similar
ways. Many of thesse are scattered about
Mrs. Bull's "Norwegian room." A pair

UNITED STUDENTS' CLUB.
A New Organization That Has In

View a Summer and Winter
Clubhouse for Students.

ft Is what its name Implies.an associa-
Mon of students In ell lines, women !n any
^ay interested In arts or sciences.and the
present membership Is chiefly among art
students for the reason 4hat it was started
In an art school. Nevertheless, now that
the first stops are taken and the assoela-
Iion is really established, other schools are
rapidly becoming represented.
the object is to band these young wo¬

men together for amusement, recreation
and mutual advancement, for the broaden¬
ing influence which will be the result of
contact. For the Summer the recreation
has already been thought of and arranged.
A country clubhouse at Twilight Park. In
the < at skills, is taken, where every mem¬
ber is entitled to spend one week In the
Summer free, and as many more as is con¬
venient. upon the payment of moderate
extra charges. The house will accommo¬
date about twenty girls at a time, and will
be under competent management. For the
\\ Inter permanent headquarters have not
as yet been decided upon, but city club
rooms, with gymnasiunf and reading room#,
will be provided until the advisability of
building Is considered. Winter amusements
will be of many kinds in the hundreds of
ways In which a jolly girl-student knows
how to amuse herself. Lectures, musicales
and talks by prominent people who have
already volunteered their services are ex¬

pected to furnish a great deal of enjoy-
ment. As for the good results of a club
like this, the^ are obvious.
The New York School of Applied Deslga;

for Women was the scene of the origin of
this club, and from its students the charter
members were taken. Mrs. Dunlap Hop¬
kins was the originator of the plan, with'
Mrs. S. V. White, of Brooklyn, and the
Twilight Park Association. Misses Gan¬
non and Hands, architects, have volun-'
teered their services, and have drawn up
charming plans for the cottage, which will'
be ready for occupancy by June.
Mrs. Hopkins's Idea in starting the-club

was that it should not be restricted to New I

York, but should have branches wherever (

they are wanted. As she herself Is now in'
London, it is to be expected that a London
branch of the Students' Association will be
the second branch to be formed.
The yearly fee is $5, which includes Sum¬

mer and Winter privileges. An applicant's -

name must be voted on by the club after
having been proposed by two members.

PILLOW LACE REVISED.

An Interest in pillow-lace making as,
fancy work seems to be awakening in Lon¬

don, if one may judge from the following
extract from an English girl's letter to a

friend in New York:
"You should just see our drawing room at

present! There are no less than four lace 1

pillows lying about it, and mother's loom
Into the bargain. The room looks like a

factory. Mary has lately taken to pillow-
lace, and Is making some handsome coarse

lace to go round a tea oloth. Mother has
two pillows in use.one a huge thing lite a

barrel, on which she Is making a large
square of Russian lace for a sofa cushion.
It will be exceedingly handsome. On her
oth^r pillow she is working some Insertion
to go between the strips of linen she is

weaving on her loom for a tea cloth! Did
you ever hear of such an undertaking?' I
am making some very fine real old English
lace of the kind called Buckinghamshire,
which is scarcely made at all nowaday,
and is worth a small fortune. It is vorf |
quaint and quite beautiful, very fine, and
has a fine net grorindwork like Brussels, all
of which is made by me. I have been busy
lately drawing a design for a fan to be
made in this flue old lace, and ij is going,
I hope, to be quite lovely. I tried at first
to prick It myself, but that was impossible,
so now I have drawn out the design anew '

and sent it away to the lace counties.

| Nottinghamshire, etc..to be properly pr^-

I pared for working. Goodness knows when'
I shall get it back.they always take so

long."

of curious brass plaques suspended on the
wall, which might pass for the breastplate
of a mediaeval knight, served the homelier

purpose of pancake covers, and kept the
comforting confection hot on Winter morn¬

ings.
The square-corner fireplace is distinctive¬

ly Scandinavian. It is built out into tho.
room, instead of being recessed into tho
chimney. The iron floor is a foot from the
floor of the room, and there is a roof or

top. also of iron, about level with one's

head. The whole fireplace is painted a dull
red; on the hob are strung copper pots and
kettles, differing quaintly from the Amerl--
can article; on the roof are other curiou»
cooking utensils.
Along one side of the room runs a cush¬

ioned seat, covered with cotton stuff of
Norwegian weave and pattern, and the
window draperies are of the same. Th«
large writing table was brought from Ole
Bull's picturesque house ou the cliffs of a

Norwegian fjord.


